A Turning Point for VAO and its Members

On behalf of the Board of Directors of VAO, I’d like to bring you up to date on a historic meeting of our membership Thursday May 27th.

The membership of Visual Arts Ontario has voted in support of a proposal to create a mutually beneficial partnership with another arts service organization. 

I’d like to thank those members who joined us in person at that meeting, as well as those who have been expressing their interest in ensuring that VAO makes the appropriate decisions to best serve artists in Ontario. As you are aware, we have spent the last two years identifying a new strategic direction to serve artists in Ontario. Your Board and Interim Executive Director have been working towards that direction - a new online hub for artists – but VAO has struggled over the last 18 months with several financial blows that have made it virtually impossible for us to continue this important work. As such, we have begun the work of identifying several potential partners who not only share members with VAO, but have the infrastructure and funding potential to hopefully see the online hub come to fruition. Historically these other arts service organizations have competed with VAO for government and private funds and for members, though our missions have been similar.  It is the Board’s belief that one of these organizations can provide the support, service and programs VAO members need to thrive.

The membership also endorsed the creation of an Advisory Committee charged with identifying possible partners and making recommendations to the Board on how to best serve the membership within the next 90 days. The committee is made up of two members of the Board, the Interim Executive Director and up to three volunteers from the general membership of Visual Arts Ontario. Please read through the full text of my address delivered at the May 27th meeting and contact me with your thoughts or comments.

It is important that the membership be aware that in the event a suitable partnership cannot be found by the end of August, Visual Arts Ontario will be wound down. This is a turning point for VAO, and for artists in Ontario, and your Board has done its utmost to serve the best interests of the organization’s members in these challenging times.

I’d like to thank the membership for supporting the Board’s recommendation, and I look forward to bringing you news of a suitable partnership at the end of the summer.

Sincerely,

Nelson French, VAO Board Chair

