FAQs

We’ve compiled these FAQs for members of Visual Arts Ontario that couldn’t attend our Special Members Meeting on May 27, 2010. Please refer to the Chair’s Address to Members at the Special Meeting for context.

What will happen with my membership in the event of a merger? 

As of July 2009 VAO automatically extended all memberships. If you were a member in good standing at that time that status was extended and will continue until such time as a suitable arrangement with another arts service organization (ASO) can be established.
When and if a preferred partner is identified our hope is that current members will see the advantage in opting to join the new association. However, there can be no expectation that membership fees would remain the same or that VAO members would receive a preferential or different rate than existing members of that ASO. 

Will VAO membership benefits be affected? 

The mandate of the Advisory Committee is to seek a partner ASO with a similar or complementary roster of programs and services to that which members of VAO have benefited from in the past and that serve the career needs of Ontario artists. Several organizations provide many similar opportunities for career development such as courses, workshops, one-to-one consultations and on-line services. The Advisory Committee will make every effort to emphasize those benefits that have been of most value to our members, such as publications like Agenda, services like the Membership Discount Plan (on art supplies, books, services at over 50 stores across Ontario) and direct benefit programs, like the revenue generating Art Placement Program.  
There are challenges. VAO has a provincial mandate and is largely dependent on support from government agencies in order to be able to deliver regular services and undertake special projects. While it is hoped that potential partners will be able to accommodate the current VAO membership, given that charitable status, governance and funding frameworks vary among ASO’s, it cannot be assumed that potential partners will opt for or be able to undertake the same funding formulas in order to offer those programs and services that VAO members have enjoyed in the past. For this reason we cannot guarantee which of the programs and services VAO previously provided, potential partners will assume. 

I live in Northern Ontario and there is no local ASO. Where can I get the support I need?

When finances dictated our move to restrict operations in July 2009 almost all services and resources to members ceased or were severely disrupted. While we did hear from some members who regularly access services, it appeared that many others were able have their immediate needs met elsewhere. 

A key component of VAO’s strategic plan was the creation of an on-line HUB - open to all artists, ASO’s, galleries, allied communities and service providers – that was intended to be accessible regardless of an artist’s home region. There may well be opportunities for the creation of new locally-based ASO’s to meet the needs of artists in those regions where VAO’s restructuring and/or dissolution has caused service/delivery gaps.  
How can I stay informed about the Advisory Committee’s Progress? 

VAO will provide members with an interim update on the Committee’s work mid-way through the process (mid-July) via email and posting on the VAO website www.vao.org The Committee encourages the membership to bring comments and suggestions to its attention through info@vao.org
